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~ On Confederate Memorial Day of 1923, there was un-
velled at Midway Church in Liberty County, Georgls, a
t - bronze tablet which sets forth in modest terms the
contributions which this historic community has made
to the world. Patently, the achievement in which there
wag most pride was, not in having furnished four gover-
nors, two United States senators, two Revolutlonary
‘generals, and two signers of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, but in having sent forth eighty-six ministers of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Among these ministers of
| whom o0ld Midway is so jJjustifiasbly proud 1s one who not
enly performed in a very accepteble menmer the duties
nf his holy htf.tce;for nearly half a century, but who,
111 his leisure moments, wrote for young people such
} stories as have won for himsél.f en enduring name among
the writers of his state.
Prancis Robea;t Gouiding was most fortunate in hia
~ heredity as well as in his early environment. Among
' tha sturdy, God-feariﬁg, Puriten band which settled in
", . Dovchester, Mass., in 1630, removed to Windsor, Comn.,
- 4n 1635, end to Dorchester, S. C. in 1695, were his
' forbears. In 1752 when this seme o@nsrggation saw f£it
" to-make a new home in the "middle country between
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- Savannah and Darien" in 8t. J ohn's Parish Georgia, six
" members of the Goulding family signed the articles of
moorporation or the new colony.l The mmiage of one
Thomas Gouldlns and Margaret stacy is recorded in 1874.2 #
Pwo years later was born to them a son Thomaa » ‘who was
to exercise a greet influence for good fmr:lna a life-
time of more than sixty years. This son was sent in his
young manhood to tke state of -Gonnecticut for ecademic
L linstmction and legal training., There, in 1806, |
| married Ann Holbmk, a very superior yuung ‘woman whoae
" father, Nathan Holbrook, played a heroic part in cha
- :Amez_'ioan Revolution. Upon his return to Georgla, young
| Goulding instead crvpraotioing lew, begsn teaching
‘aahool, £irst at Sunbm.'y and later at Baisdent's Bluff.
‘He wes veceived into Midwsy Church in 1810 and timee
yen.rs htez- was llcensed to preach, thus becoming the
H o ~ firet nat;iva born Presbyterisn preacher in Georgle. He
|  1s further dlstinguished as being the founder of the
" n-eabytem Theologieal Seminary of Golmnbia, S. .,
_.uh._f»ehvia shortly to be removed to Atlanta, Ga.® A man
el . of fine intellect, cultivated taste, and fervid plety,
’ o o ’ ‘m was ‘in every way qualified to meet the obligation

| whioh the times pat upon him,

S 1, Histe: Church, Jemes Staoy.
o 2. EE@'&I 'zma%; Tecord by M¥rs. M. Louisa Stacy,
_ ST Brunswleok, Ga.
- B. Nemorials of Deoeased Ministers, J. S. Wilson. p. 141,
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A son of this Thbmas Goulding and his wife Ann
Holbrook was Francls Robert Goulding, who was borm in
Liberty county - old St. John's Parish - September 28, 7
1810. His childhood was épent in the tide-water re-
gilon which he was later to utilize so sugcesafully in
his writings. In 1822, his father was :!.nsﬁalled &8
pastor in Iexington, Ga., where he remsined eight years‘,'
exercising an influence over scme of the best mind.s 1n
Georgia, notably that of Chief Justice Joseph Henry
Iampkin. During this time young Goulding's \familiarity
with historieal old Oglethorpe County became as thorougﬁ
as his knowledge of his native sea-board. We have
resson to Selieve that his observation end study of
nature during thes'e‘ early years were extensive. In one
of hia boyhood ramﬁlee-, he came upon the celebrated
Shaking Rock upon the bluff of which he carved his name,
"Prances R. Goulding,” where it can be plainly seen to
this day.? His education, begun under his fatﬁer, was
continued In a preparatory acedemy in Athens, Ga., whiech
he later described rather vividly in one of The Woodruff

Storles; ‘later, he attended FPramklin College, now the
State Universlty, from which he was graduated in 1830,

4. Col. T. Larry Gantt mskes this statement in sn
erticle published in The Athens Bamor, 1924.
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Among his twenty-two classmates were Nathaniel Green
Poster, who became & Baptiet minister and member of
Congress; and Charles W. Howerd, afterward a professor
of English in Oglethorpe University and suthor of
Howard on Grasses.®

Having become affiliated with the Presbyterlan
Church during his college days, Goulding felt impressed
to follow his fatherfs oaslling - the ministry. Upon
hils g;baduation, therefore, he became a student of

divinity and was a member of the first claa:; to be .
graduated from the Presbyterian Theologlcel Seminary -
that of 1833. In the same year hse was married to Hary
Wallace Howard, of Savannah, Ga., & sister of the emi-
nent scholar and c%ergyman, Rev. Charles Wallace Howard.e
She wazs & baantim young woman of many accomplishments
end great piety, and in thorough sympathy with her hus-
bandts aspirations. Her luterest in foreign missions

1s said to have resulted in giving to Christisnity ome
of 1ts greatest missionary hymms. Before her marriage
she was & member of the choir of the Independent Presby-
terian Church 'of Savannah, Ga., where Lowell Mason, the

future "father of Americen hymnology" but at that time
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5. Information from record supplied by Chancellor David
C. Barrow.

6. Georgla ILandmarks, Memorials, and Legends, Lucian
Tamar Knlght, Pe .
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8 bank-clerk, was organist. Seeing a copy of Bishop
Heber's poenm, "From Greenlend's Icy Mounteins," she
was 30 ilmpressed with its beauty of theme end ex-
pression, thet she requested Mason to set it to musie.
He promised to do so uwpon condition that she should
be the first to sing it and as a solo to hls organ
accompaniment., The oﬁiginal copy with its dedication
to the faly singer is now owned by her son, Capt. B.
'L, Goulding. After her marriage, she and her husband
~ were prevented by physical infirmities from\going to
the far fislds of the Eest as they had intended, but
the song she suggeated is atill recrulting men end
money for the dissemination of the Gospel thmoughout
the world. ,

Goulding'e fibst ministeriel work was at Concord
and Harmony, two éurches in Sumber County, S.C. Next, ©
he accepted a pastorate of two yesrs at Greensboro, Ga.
after wp.*;.oh he went to Washington, Ga. Failure of
health, lnecessitating 2 temporary change of occupation,
caused hin to become agent for the American Bible Soclety,
the work-of which unsbled him to be out of doors much
of his time and to renew hls loved study of nature which
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vas later to form an integrsl part of his books., In
1842, he returned to his ministerial work, accepting a
paatorate at Eatpnton, Ga. It was here that his ne-
chanlcal iIngenuity found expression in a device which
might have brought him fame end fortune had he seen fit
to commercinlize his invention, Observing the drudgery
of ths needle-work required in making the garments necea~
sayy for his famlily, he set to work and constructed e
machine with pedal attachment which did the work in his
home, He thus antedated by one year the beéinning of
Ellas Howe'fs experimenta with the sewing-machine, and
by three years his successful completicn of thess ex-
periments. There are many surmlses as to why Goulding
did not have his mfdnim patented. The most pleusilble r
offered 1s that he’ feared his invention would take from
poor sewing-women their sole means of livelinoodZ He
himself throws little light upon the subject, dlsmlssing
it with the terse statement in his journsal, "Having
satlsfied myself about the machine, I leld it sside that
I might attend to other and weightier matters,® -

In 1843, Goulding moved with his family to Bath, »

near Augusta, Ga., where he preached for eight years.
7. Information from liss Lucy T. Pond, Atlanta: aa',
& grand-nilece of Francls R. Goulding.
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His ministerisl duties belng somevhat light, he began
his literavry career by writing a Sunday School story,
Littls Josephine. He also wrote the first chapter of

The Young Merooners which was to require his leisure

time for several years. His wifel's hoslth having
falled, he sought a higher olimate, moving to Kingston
in 1851. He purchased a large ante-bellum structure
plsturesquely situated among some fino old beech-trees
and near & bold spring of clear water about 8 half-mlle
from the town-eenter. Thils bullding he remodeled as &
school converting the top-story into a large hall and
equipping it with a stage for private thsatricals snd
school exhibitions.® Here he occupied himself with
ieaching & select afchocl for boys, beginning his treatiss
upon The Instincts ‘of Birds snd Beasta, and completing -
The Young Marooners. The year following the publication
of the latter, his wife dled leaving six cohildren. Two
years afterward (1855) he removed to Darien, Ga., and

merried Matilds Rees, daughter of Ebeneger Rees, an
Episcopal olergyman.? He resumed his ministerial duties
alternating between Darden and Baisden's Bluff, the
Sapelo Kaln described in one of his books. In addition
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8. This bullding was purchased in 1858 by Mrs. Josephine
H. Beck. During the War Between the States, it
was used as a hospital by Shermen's srmy. One
hundred end fifty Federal soldiers buried in the
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to his pastoral work, he did a great deal of study in
prepsration of a paper entitled What 1is Light,.

At the cutbreak of the War Between the States,
Gouldirg bheeame a chaplaln in the Confederate symy.
Although he was in poor health as & result of hard work
and malaria, he gave himself unstintedly to the cause
of the South, spending much time with the sick snd woun-
ded. In 1862 when the Pederal troops occupied Darien,
they burned his beautiful howe, his fine library, and
manuscripts, He then moved to Macon, Ga., ﬁzare he con-
tinued his work of ministering to sick soldiers, and
opened & school for young women. He compiled a hymne
book for use in the ermy and prepered a series of arti-
oles for The Army snd Navy Journsl. The end af the war
found him elderly, in poor heslth, without money, and
without & howe. The fallure of his voice debarred him

from further labor as a preacher.lo Only his pen was
left him, He took up his residence in Roswell, Ga.,
where he spent the remaining sixteen years of his life,
In splte of inereasingly poor health due largely to
asthms, he seﬁ bravely to work and prepared for publica-
tion Msrooners'! Island, Frank Gordon, Cousin Aleck, snd

back-yard were later removed to Marletta Cemetsary.
Geor%g Landmarks, Memorials, end legends, L. L.

Knlgat, p. 586,

9. History of Midway Clmrch, Jawes Stacy, p. 148.




The Woodruff sStoriles.
In personal appearsnce Goulding was attrective,
He was tall, erect, well proportioned, snd of such a

gznial dlaposition and simple, unaffected manner, he
readily won friends - in fact, he 1s sald to have bsen
8 perfect example of the southern gentleman of “"the
old school.” He possessed an intelleot of a high order
and a wonderfully retentive memory. At hls instant
comuend was a vast fund of useful information snlch made
of him a voritable "walking eucyclopedia." His was &
1ife of unusual usefulness. He gave of himself un-
regervedly to the poor and needy, exhibiiling through-
out bis life wonderfully unselfish tralts of character,
His love for young psople was most pronounced and, for
their instruction a.nd smsement, prastlcally all of
his literary work was done.

Pranscis Robert Goulding'!s death occurred on August
22, 1881, His body lies in the little cemetery at Ros=
well, marked with two simple pieces of marble. On the
one at the head of hias grave are insocribed the words
"Rov. Francis R."; the one at the foot has ths singls
word, "Goulding®” - nothing mcre. Iacian Lamar EKnight

W W SR AW B W W B TR B W T SR WW W W s ek Mk NS SR W U A Wy MR W AW

10. Living Writers of the South, J. W. Davidson, p.228,
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truly says, "These modest markers and this lowly
grave =re In keeping with the life of Francis Robert
Goulding. A humble shepherd of Zion, he preached in
wbscure pleces and walked In wayslde paths; but as
the author of The Young Maroconers he is lmortal,”




WORKS

The published works of Francis Robert Goulding

are:

ILittle Josephine, 1844;
The m Marooners, 1852;
Instinots of Birds end Beasts, sir..1854;

What is Light, oir. 1858;
Self-Helps and Praetical Hints for the

Camp, the Forest, snd the Ses ~ series

of articles contributed to The Army end
Navy Journsl, cir. 1862;

Marooners Island, 1868;

Frank Gordon, 1869;

The VWoodruff Storles, 1876;
Sapelo, or Child Life on the Tidewster;

Naocoochee, or Boy Life from Homs;

Saloquah, or Life among the Cherokees;
Cousin Aleck, cir. 1871.
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With the exception of two sclentiflc treatises,
Whet 1s Light and The Instincts of Birds and Bessts,
all of Prancis Robert Goulding's works will be found

clasaified as juvenile literature. The explanation
of this is not diffiecult to discover. The father of
& large family of boys and girls whom he loved de~
votedly, he was grestly concerned in their develop-
ment into well-rounded men snd women. To this end,
he interested himself primarily in those things which
he lmew should appesl to them, bringing to his task
the vast fund of lmowledge he had obtalned through
years of study and close observation of nature. Since
Juvenile books of the time were neither numsrous nor
satisfastory,’ he was driven to the expedient of
writing for his o.hildmn books which were later pub-
lished for others.

It may be observed in passing that Mr. Goulding
possessed to a marked degree qualitles of mind which
would have made of him a successful sclentist, had
he not decided upon the ministry as his life work.

In his mzmama travels over the state, his emrs and

W ey en A S o WE G W S uWE W m W e WM W Ak R Sy e A AW W e W

l. Algernon Tassin is suthority for the statement that
not a single valusble American book for chil-
dren exiasted at the begimning of the century.
Cam, Hist. of Awer. Lit., Vol. II, p. 409.
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eyes wore always open to the wondera of God's hendle
work, evidences of which may be found throughout his
writings. ¥For yesars he cawriled on written correspon-
dence with the distinguished Swifaa-mx;iean naturallst,
Agessiz,?® and the equally distinguished English chemist
and physicist, Paraday,’ st whose suggestion the afore-
mentioned treatises were written. '

Mr. Goulding's first juvenile book, entitled
Little Josephine, belonged to the type of Sunday School
literature then prevalent. Its heroins was Josephire
Anderson, a little girl of Washington, Ga. who, like
Elsie Dinsmore, was a model of childish plety end pro-
priety. However, the book was lacking in the religious
selr-cmcioumega and effusive sentimentality which
characterized ths work of Martha Finley.* Cousin
Aleck was a decided sdvence upon Little Jossphine,
having for ita hero a virile young Englishmen who was
later to figure as an importamt character in two of
The Woodruff Stories.” Frank Gordon, or When I Was
a Little .239.1» is a story of the suthor's boyhood upon
the Georgla coast end is redolent of the tang of

--ﬂ’-~-~---q~—-‘---‘nﬂ-—‘ﬂ‘.”“

2. Iouls Agassiz, 1807-1873.

5. Michael Parady, 1791-1867.

4. Prolific writer of juvenile fiction whiech, for
many years, was very popular, 1828-1809.

5. Alexander Mitehel in Nacoochee and Saloquah.
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salt-water and of marah-grass. In this, as in all of
his works, his desoription of natursal scenory ss well
as his portraysl of the people of the period is re-
parksbly scouwrate.

In his series of articles contributed to The Army
and Navy Journal under the title, Belf-Helps and

Practical Hints for the Cemp, the Forest and the Ses,
Mr. Goulding sought to instill in the boys and young
men of the perlod hablts of observation, deduction,

self-relisnce and handineass. In this, as well as In-
directly in his narrative works, he glves lessons in - ”
first-dd, life-saving, nature study, secsmanahip, and
general resourcefulness. It is interesting to recall
that, many years }nter, these samo idees were incor-
porated in the training of two national organizations
for boys - the Wooderaft Indians, led by Ernest Thomp-
son~Seton, and the Sons of Daniel Boone, whose founder
was Dan ¢, Beard. 8till later these two organizations
wore merged into the intermationsl order of Boy Scouts,®
 whose prime aim is the inculcation of principlss of
self-relisnce, manhood, and good citizenship. Cer-
tainly, all of Goulding's works are permeated with

M WP SR e W s S wh W wr We G TS WR @GP M SP W A% AR W MR TR & Gn W W

6. Founded in 1908 as an English organizastion by the
- femous genersal, Sir Baden-Powell, (1857~ ).
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these ideals, and it is not unreasonable fo clelm
for him the bonor of having antloipsated, prodbably of
having suggested through his works, the plan of
training which was later to be appropriated by the
groateat boys' organization in the world.
infortunately, all the works of Geulding noted
sbove have long been out of print and cannot be dis-.
cussed in the detell that they deaserve, since altempts
to secure them were unavelling. Three others - slso
out of print - wore happlly procured from" such widely
soperated parts of our émmtry &8s Portamouth, N. H.,
Galveston, Texas, and los Angelea, California, snd
richly rewarded the effort of searching for them,
These valum?s, known collectively as Tho Woodruff

Storles and individually as Sapslo, Nacoochee, and
Saloguah, are similar in genersl make-up, eupioying
the same chief characters and covering s period of
twelve years./ The work is to a large extent auto-
blographioal and written in the first person. The
‘mumed narrator, Johmnile Woodmxff » is oonfesaddly of
the exact aga of Goulding Lorengo VWoodruff, who in
the story is the first cousin and foster brother of

B AR MR e G mw e W W Sy MM W MP W Wm Fe W WP A wm we my Em Wt AW AR W

7. 1810=-1822. ‘
8. Mr, Goulding, 1t wlll be recalled, was bora 1n 1810.
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Johnnie, was in real life the boyhood chum and de-
voted friend of the asuthor. Ths regions desorlbed,
the incidents narrated, and In many instences the
charscters employed, were those with whom Goulding
was intimately familiar., As a picture of Georgias
and Georgiens of more than a century ago, the series
1s of great value from the historicel stand-point,
while the beautiful Indisn legends inserted fron
time to tims should prove of genuine intereat to
all, especiarlly to those familiar with the}geognaphy
of our state.

Sapelo tokea its nauwe from a lovely island off
the Georgla coast twelve miles distsnt from Darien,
a thriving aea-pogt et the mouth of the Altamsha
River, Skillfull} and lovingly the suthor plotures
this coast regioh with its grand expanses of water;
its stretches of green waving mapgh; lts sea~birda
of endless veriety; its waters, musical with the
Tlutter of fish; lts forests, evergreen with magnolie,
livecak, cedar, pine, and palmetto; 1ts groves of
orange, fig, 'und pdmegranate luxuriously rooted in
rich ssnd.? Life on the beautiful bluff, where the
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9. Sapelo, p. 160,
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woll-to-do plenters and merchents of Derien and
vicinity spent the warm segson of tha‘year to aveid
the steaming vapors from the rice~filelds and river
bottoms, is briefly but clearly pletured. Howsver,
young people - and for them the stories are wrltien -
will be most interested in such adventurocus episcdes
&8 hunting wild turkeys, the rece with an alligsator
In which a boyt!s life was at stake, and marooning on
ploturesque Blackbead Islend, aso-named for the oele~
brated free~booter of the sea because he is belleved
to have buried mach of his 1ll-gotten tressure there,
The continulty of the ccast narrative is inter-
rupted by a trip to the mountains of northern Georgia
in 1818, Details of this lelsurely over-land journey
nade through the:back-voods of our state are feith-
fully and interestingly given. | Pinally, the EBlue
Ridge Mountains are reached., Hore we make the ac-
quaintance of Sawnee, the Cherokee chief who has a
wife domiciled in each of the fowr corners of his ten-
aocre fleld; and of Ksneeka, the intellligent sub-chief,
vho plays subh a prominent psrt In the two subsequent

atories.
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Another departure from the tide-water story
is the voyage to Liverpool in 1819 on The Savamah,
the first trip ever made across the Atlantic by s
steam-vessel. Following sn account of the twenty-
two-day voyage 1s & description of the reception
an the other side. A vast concourse of peopls had
assembled on the quay, having been attracted by the
signal of the watclmen that an approaching ship was
making headway against the winds without sails and
with her main-mast on fire. Imagine ths astonish-
ment and admiration of the crowd when the mysterious
- vessel entered the harbor “umder bare poles, beleching
forth amoke and fire, snd yet uninjwred.? From
Liverpool, The Savennah made & trip to St. Petersburg,
where the Czar, 'ho was entertained on board, was so
pleased that he presented Captain Moses Rodgers with
two iron ‘chairs.’

Hagoochee contimues the nsrrative begun in Sapelo.
Johnnie and Lerenzo Woodruff, now boys of ten years,
are sont to Athens to attend the Academy which served
as a preparatory school for the College.’ Here about
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10. ¥r. Goulding acknowledges his indebtedness for
material found in this episode to The Savamnah Re-
blican ms snd to friends who were passengers
on
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‘oné hundred boys were housed in a large bullding and
instructed by several tutors and assistsnts who -
"resognized no higher incentive to study snd guod
aqndnct than the rod and believed two things indis~
ﬁensdble to scholarship - latin and the Hickury "
Life, however, was not unintereating to these reluc-
tant seekers of knowledge. Base-bm, tmt-bnll s BKy=
bn'll, shinny, leaping, 'hnp-seatoh, and "hop, akip,
snd junmp® were some of their d.aily sports, while boy-
ish pranks were numerous, Sometims, tiey wore treated
to even greﬁ.ter thrills.

, On one ocecasion, the arrival of a band of Tchee 2
Indisns aroused their excited interest until a visit
to their unspeeskably filthy camp turned the ir interest
to disgust. An smsing incident in cemection with
these Uchess 1is as follows: John Smith, an esscentrie
-genina who was thly striving to amse the stu-
dents, oonstructed a solar microscope’> and sdvertised
sn exhibition of "a hair from s men's head as bigu .
& cart-rope and a f£loa as big as & horse.” The bays
of the villsge were to be admitted free, but from the
Uchees the conditions were "hesds combed and plentiful

.-l‘-.---nna---‘v----‘-d--d“‘

11, Mr. Gouldingt!s college preparatory work was done
in Athens,

12. The Uchees were a tribe of the Creek nation - low-
ost of all tr»ribes in scales of eiviliszation.
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use of soap and water.” The savages at first de~
murred, arguing that "straight hair of Indisn didn't
need comb like white men® agnd "soap dirty water too
mich.” But the temptastion to see the big flea pre-
vailed and they came - all be-combed and be-washed.
The exhibition was wonderfully succesgful. The
promised fles was withheld until the last, when it
was nade to sasume varying sizes untlil its feot
toushed the floor and its back rubbed the ceiling
fifteon feet sbove. When this was suddenly followed
by another ereature whioh Mr. Smith asid he exhibited
for the benefit of those who did not love to cemb
their heads, tho Uchoes rose md fled, whils the
youngsters slrleked with laughter.

Athens of 1880 and 1821 is described as a
streggling village of sbout thirty-five families and
three or four hundred inhabitants., Apert from the
College and its associations, the chief sttractions
were sald to be a high and heelthful looation and an
abundsncs of excellent water., Among the inhabitants
moh esteemed by the boys was Aunt Luoy, an old
solored woman vho laspt & stell where she dispenaed

" eE AR S WE W @ m W aw - S W e M W W

13. A solax microscope i.s an instrument by which the
magnified shadow of an objeet is thrown upon a
sereen,
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candies, cakes, end sugar-plums. A oitiszen of dif-
ferent character was an unscrupulous white store~
keaper, who was not averse to condusting young
goentlemen through & trap-door in the resr of his
establishment and regaling them with the *julees™
of apples, poachss, and grepes.

The college chapel, “a wooden bullding, sur~
mounted by & small unsightly cupelsa in which lmmng
the only bell of the plasce,” was the meeting place
for all public assemblies -~ educatiomal, political,
snd religlous. Apropos of this, 1s related a story
which furnishea sonvinoing proof that the prenks of
the wodern collsge boys are not far removed from
those of thsir ;mpdecesaors of a eentury ag0.

One Sebbath morning the chapel-bell failed to
¢all to worship the students and oitizens of the
towmn. Upon investigstlion, it wes dilscovered that the
belfry had been invaded snd the bell removed. Short-
1y afterward, upon entering the chapel, the negro
sexton found blocking the middle slale a large ;.'oad-
wagon - wheals, body, canvas-top, and all, Ths
poor fellow was terrified, thinking that witchoraft
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was abroad, With some assistanbts, however, he was
prevailed upon to ramove the wagon plece-geal, sl-
though the work was retarded by the terror occasloned
by mysterlous thumps and deep, dlamal sighs. Presently,
the venorable prealdent of the Gollege came in to con-
duot the service. Upon opening the pulpit door, he
was horrified to be confronted by a calf which grested
hin with 2 loud and distressed bleat. Needless to say,
whon the animal was removed, there followed & lengthy
digsertatlon upon the wickedness of profaning the
Sabbath.

An sxciting ﬁall-gama in Athens between rival
teans of the Creok and the Cherokee Indlans serves
&3 an occasion f?r introdueing Saloguah, the young
brother of Kaneceka, and henceforth an important charac-
ter in the narrative. :

TShortly after this event, the astion of Nacooochee
is transferred to the Cherokee country where our ac-
quaintance with the Indlans of that tribe, their men-
ners, and their ocustoms, 1s greatly imraa.aed.— Adven-
tures amnng the many plctureasque loealitles are
Interrupted by descriptions of ths deautiful natural
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scenery, and by the relation of Iinteresting legends.

With one of these legends, the patheticelly lovely

one concerning Yonsh and Nascochse, the story concludes.
The final volume of The Woodruff Stories is peor-

haps the moat fascinating one for boya. Xamed far
the aglle Cherokee lad who did so moch to win the
ball game iIn Yacoochee, Saloquah is essentially sn
Indilan story, the events belng confined exclual vely
to Cherokee~land. Our friends of the former volumes

remgin with us while many interesting new ones, in«
celuding rere types - both Indlian and baok- £35S B
are introduced. We are taught the Indisn methods of
fishing by spearing, polsoning, muddying, snd bush-
dreagging, We aro instrusted in the trapping of '
wolves and be.ar; , and the catching of erows in pans
and turkeys in ‘nooaea. We sttend an Indian trisl

for involuntary man-sleughter, in which the execution
of the Hebrsic law of "an cye for an eye" is narrowly
averted by the avengerts greed for gold with which to
buy fire-water. A Cherokee election, weddins; and
funeral sdd to the list of experlences which, together
‘with 'smh adventures as the encounter with the outlaw



w2de

gang lknown as The Fony Club, and the tour through

the panther-haunted, bat-infested cave, make of this
book g thrilling tale for young people.

Historieslly, the most interesting character in
Salogueh 1a & taciturn cld Indian silversmith and an
inveterate hater of the white man, Sequoyah.u It
was thia savege who, learning of ths white mants
*talking leaf," became consumed with a desire to de-
vise one for his people. 80 enxlous wes he to sttain
his ambition that he wholly neglected his humting and
fiahing, and his corn and potato patehes, employing
all of his time in making merks upon bark with a rusty
nall, His wife, convinced that he had become insane,
burned up his materisls, btut this did not prevent his
porsisting in h;l; work,

Sequoyahts -arigi.nal plan was to devise a character
for every word in the Cherokee languags but he seon
found this impractical., After muoch experimentetion,
he was brought to realize that the syllables of the
langusge were few in number but were brought tc;gether
in numerous sombinetions to form wards. With this
discovery in mind, he set to work to find & symbol for

WE Wy S W AR A WP W W SR AP A AP A A PR WR  ew WP O AR B N W a8 WR  en

14, Better kreum by his English name, George Guess.
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each syllable. Securing a white man*s apelling book,
he took the various letters and by laying them on
their aides, inverting them, or changing them te
slanting positions, hs sucoeeded in making a Cherekee
alphabet of eighty-six letters representing all
syllebles found in that tongue. All of theae symbols
can be mastered in a weekts time by sany ordinary per-
son. A fow years later, the Ameriesn Bible Soclaty
had the New Testament printed in Cherokes.l®

~ Other unigue characters in Saloquah are:
Scossitequah, or Big Wicked, formerly a desperate
charactor who aftexr his conversion to Christianity
never tired of going to the "preach-place;® Kemne-
saw, a blbulous chief who, having led a drunken mob

through the town of Suwance, found 1t expedient to
make his home at the foot of a distant mountain to
which was given his name; the Chattska-neeta family,
who kept the Cherokee "hotel,"™ lodging all their
guests in one room but serving delectablse mesns ths
main course of which was invariably chiocken; and Adam
Vandever, the backwoodsman of Talulsh, who complained

M S AR A N W PP W A R e G WP W AR WP NS eN R MR W W R Ww W

15. By the Treaty of 1828, the U. 8. Governuent
appropriated $5007"for the use of George Guoss”
for the great benefits he has conferred upon the
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that his settlement was getting too thick beaeause
the Giles family had "aquatted" within ten miles of
hin, The introducstion of Takahtokuh, a head-chief
of the Natlion VWest, who had returned for a visit to
his o0ld haunts from his new home beyond the Misslas~
ippl, serves as a conclusion to the volume. The
author intimates that the narrative will be resumed
among the Cherokees in their weatern environment -~ a
promise which, for some reason, never mataria.lizea.

That The Woodruff Stories possess real merit is

undoubtedly true but for some reason - perhaps thelr
lack of unified plot - they have not received the recog-
nition they deserve. However, in The Young Merooners

and its independent sequel, Marooners! Island, Francils

Robert Goulding hes mede two permanent contributions
to juvenile literature., O0Of the former the late Joel
Chandler Harris says, "This work possesses sll the ele-
ments of enduring popularity. It has the atrength add
vigor of simplicity; its narrative flows continuously

forward; its incldents ers strange end thrilling, and

under all 18 a moral purpose sanely put."ls

18. (Continued) Cherokee people.” The following year
Sequoyah removed to Arkansas, thence farther west.
Ho died in New Mexico, in 1843, aged 78.

16. Introduction to The Young Marooners.
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The Young Marooners was begun about the year 1847

and was eontinued in a dsesultory way, not with any idea
of publication, but for the sole purpose of amusing

and instructing the young Gouldings who suggested occs=~
slonal revisions. Its first title was Robbins and
Crulsers Company, suggestive of that of the great English
‘story which many think it equals, 1f not surpasses.

Upon its completion in 1850, it was called Robert and
Harold:; ox The Young Marooners, and submitted to a Hew
York publishing house. In splte of revision involving
mach curtailment to which the meumbers of hi.a family were

opposed, the manusoript was rejected. It waa next sent
to Mertins and Go., of Philadelphia where it was pigeon-~
holed for months; A little son of one of the publishers
came upon it and was so fascinated he refused to put it
dm.17 His father, convinsed that a story which could
80 interest a child must have merit, took it up to be-
come 80 sbsorbed that he did not stop reading until he
came to the end, long after midnight., Hestening to the
publishing house the next morning, he insisted that the
story should be immedistely put into print. Ths flrst
edition came from the press in 1852 and todkthe country

G W e e W s W w wm W W s wm mm w - eam oom e T m ow ow e

17. Men of Mark in Georgla, W. J. ‘Northern, p. 94.
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by storm. This was followed by three more éditiona
in America within a year, while in Great Britazin where
its populerity was equally great, no less than six
publishing houses reprinted it. The story was bought
for the children of the royal famlly. So g;éat was
their enthuslasm over it that Queen Victoria wraote a
delightful personal letter to .the suthor, expressing
her apprecistion of his wv:n:»k.:"B The Amerliesn copy-
»ight was reserved until 1887 when 1t was sold to
Dodd, Mead and Go., who have contlnued to gat out
editions from time to time, the last one coming from
the press in 1924.

The reasons for thlis popularity are not hard to
find. To begin #ith, the incidents are, for the most
part, real occurrences with which the author Kia familiayr.
As he says, "The story is not all a story; the fiction
consists mostly in the putting together.? Then, he
has the gift of vivld narration. The story goes for-
ward without dregging, presenting strange, happy-go-
lucky adventures in such detail end with suech scouracy
that the reader -~ especially the young readex: -~ 1z
completely absorbed in the ngrrative. Lastly, the

W aF W W a8 BR AR B M A B Gs WA W @ W W WV W e WE O ER we M AR W

18, Information furnished by Miss Iucy T. Pond,
Atlanta, Ga.
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familiarity of the author with the region in which the
setting ocours enables him to deseribe grapiically the
scene of every adventure and to give to the story the
wmistakable atmogphere of the southern seaboard.

A anique feature of Goulding's works, especially
of The Young Marooners, is the introduction of mich
velusble informetion as a definite part of the narra-
tive. This is done in such an easy, naturaf Renney
that the effect is not et all didectis. Indeed, the
instruction forms an iIntegral pert of the story and
sannot be eliminated without spoiling the whols.

Examples of this instruction found in The Young

Marooners may be grouped under such heads as first aid,
nature study, Bible study, handiness or resourceful-
ness. To be more consrete, under the first classifica-
tion are found asimple but effective directions for the
following emergenclies; stopping the flow of blood
from a surface cut, a deep out, and the nose ; extrica-
ting a fishbone from the throat; removing séfnd‘or othex
substance from the eye; treating a sprained ankle; re-
viving @ fainting person or one who haa been struck by
iightning; setting broken bones; extriscating an insect

Bk



=30~

. A

from the sar; saving a drowning person; relieving
chafed feot; treating of burns; curing a snake bite;
and resuscitating a person apparently drownsd. It
1s necessary to read the story to appreciste the
subtle yet effeotive manner in which this wquh—while
information ia imparted. The matter pmsengé% under
the other classifications 1z even more voluminous, for
the author waa a student of nsture in all of her as-
pects, a systamatio reader of the Bible, and a person
who 'poaaessed more than an ordinsry emount of mechani-
cal ingenuity and Inventive genius. i

It 1a interesting to lmow that the chief characters
in The Young Harooners were members of the aathor?s om
family circle. Hobert and Frank'  were his own sans;
Mary "that scalded" the bear was his daughter, the late
Mrs. Helwer, of Macon, Ga.; Harold waa hils z;gpher, Jott
Howard, who lived with him for many years; , the
falthful servant, was lmown as "Betiy Rucker, the church

mother," beeause of her devotian to her durch_in
Atlantg where she spent the last years of her life,

It was she who left her own children during the Wer Be-
tween the States and went to Macon to prote% hep

19. The original of Frank 1is capt. B.8. Goulding, the
laat of the young marooners, a Confederate veteran,
81 years o0ld, now residing in Chattanooga, Tenn.
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“young missus,"” Mery Goulding, who was doing hospital
 auty there.20

Heny literary critlca profess to see inv _Th_g_ Young
Maroconers a worthy rival of Robinson Crusoe ?ﬁ The com-
parison 1s not surprising since in many respects the
two books are strikingly slmilar. Both deal with the
gea, with ship~wreck and with 1ife on & hitherto unin-
habited island. In both the ingenuity of the character
is tested to the utmost 1n order to secure food and
combat the dangersa of wild beasts, savages, and clinate.
Both are written in graphic style and with a wealth of
detall, presenting dramatic events, vivid descriptions
and Ygo-away-to-sea" sentiments in a most realistic
fashion. VWhatevwdr superiority Defoe's wark.”may possess

i by
Coulding?s in that the latter has for its chief cherac-
ters several children instead of one grown man; and for
its setting s region with vhich the author was thoroughly
acquainted rather than a remote and unfemilisr pert of
the world, In other words, Gouldling wrote %: peopls
whom he knew in surroundings which he knew, while Defoe
built up a purely imaginative story sround the legend
of_Alexander Selkirk, |

- wR e me N e em wWR WS ap s W R o mp wm et A W

20, The Savannah News, June 8, 19198. Article by D. Q.
Bickers.

in some respects, 1t 1s undoubtedly surpsssd

ik
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In summing up the work of Francis Bobei& Goulding,
we reallize that he has mads & very definite contribu-
tion to literature. Hls praesentation of the American
Indien in Nacoochee, Saloqueh, and Marooners'! Island

snacks of the utmost sincerity. Unlike the savages
pictured by most authors, they are neitherfgo wicked
noyr too good -~ but jJust humans of an 1n.£mtﬂma
While he ean present with vividness bleod-thirsty
Indians upon the war-path, bhe seemingly prefers to
give us that gide of their lives which 13 so coften
neglested ~ thelr quieter moments in their own homes,
their family life, their oceupatlions, theirﬂ%orta,
end their friendships., Hils reallstic pletures of that
great tribe of Glorglia Indians, the Chercokees, in the
final yoars of their occupatlon of the lends of their
forefathers, brings to us a realization of the tragle
injustice of their enforced romoval to the E‘{eat .

However, Goulding's great oontribution’!gia to ths
davelopuent of literature for young people. Maria
Edgeworth's Frank and Rosamund, pioneer juvenlle storles,
were barely a half-century old when his first childrents
Etory was published, The intervenlng years hed witneased
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the publication of hosts of books purporting to appesal
to childish minds, but few of tham possessed any weal
merit, The appearance, therefore, of The Young Ma-
rooners marked a definite advance in this fleld. Here
was a straightforward story of real advantugtp”_ among
boys of the southern seas-board. While serving to
amge end entertain its readers, it also performed
the office of vholesome instruction. Moreover, it
harked back the immortal Robinson Crusoe in being ex-
tremely simple in form, in being Invested with a aense
of reality by means of painstaking aetan,"r‘\*
veying to its youthful reaeder s message vwhich was to
inspire loftier ambitions and purer idesals,

Truly, Fragvls Robert Goulding'!s contribution te

the litersture of his stete end natlon has been e
worth-while one. In the years to come, mas;ét;here be
developed a grester familierity with his wox?ks and with
his beautiful life, and there will inevitebly follow
the sppreclation and recopnition to which he is justly
entitled.
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